Salem High School empowers all students with the knowledge and skills to access college and
career opportunities that will allow them to excel and contribute to society.

Course Name

Instructors
Instructor
Contact Info.

Summer
Assignment
Rationale

2D Art and Design

Kristen McCarthy
kmccarthy@salemk12.org

Summer work will expose students to required material/concepts/skills/texts to prepare the student for the
rigorous work to be completed within the school year. It will also serve to have students begin to understand
the process of in-depth, inquiry and research based art making and begin articulating information about
artwork.
The student will . . .

Summer
Communication
Expectations

1. Sign up for the AP Art Google Classroom by July 1st. How to Use
Google Classroom: 1. Go to classroom.google.com 2. Sign in using
your school learn account login 3. If you have never used Google
Classroom: Click on “Student” 6. Click “Join Class” 7. Put in your
class code: unbb8o
1. Complete 5 different summer assignments, as listed, by the first
day of school.

Target Dates
July 1- Join AP Art Google
Classroom
Sept 4- Complete all 5 summer
assignments and have them
submitted on Google
Classroom.
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The teacher will . . .
Be available to students via Google Classroom and email throughout the
summer for any questions.

Target Dates

The student will:
Summary of
Assignment

1. Visual Journal 2x two page spreads (Must be at least 8.5x11 sized Sketchbook)
A visual journal is much like a diary but includes both words, sketches and mixed media. If you go to
www.studentartguide.com and go under “Articles” and then “Art Sketchbook Ideas” and scroll down,
you will see great examples of what a sketchbook/visual journal should look like at this level. You will
complete 2 two page spreads. Each spread must include the following:

Salem High School empowers all students with the knowledge and skills to access college and
career opportunities that will allow them to excel and contribute to society.

a. An observational drawing/painting. Draw an object by actually looking at it, not a picture
b. Collage. You may collage photos, images or colors from magazines or newspapers, maps, tickets, other
doodles, etc.
c. Text. Your text may be a title, thoughts, bullet points, paragraphs, lyrics, etc.
Each spread will have a prompt. The title of the prompt should be included somewhere on the spread. You can
choose from the following prompts:
1. Who am I?
2. Summer Reading (You’ve been sucked into your summer reading book. What do you see? Use
the name of the book as your prompt title.)
3. Element (highlight an element of art)
4. Principle (highlight a principle of art)
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2. Artist Research
You will create 3, two page spreads with research on 3 different artists. You will choose:
1. One master artist whose work dates between the Renaissance and 1900
2. One female artist (suggestions below but you can choose a different female artist if you want)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.

Frida Kahlo
Georgia O’Keeffe
Adelaide Johnson
Florence Pride
Artemisia Gentileschi
Edmonia Lewis
Meta Fuller
Elizabeth Gardner
Berthe Morisot
Kathe Kollwitz
Marie Braquemond
Harriet Hosmer
Marie McLaughlin
Eulabee Dix
Julia Cameron
August Savage
3. One contemporary artist. Contemporary artists are those that have produced in the second half of the
20th century or in the 21st century. Select one whose subject matter or content is interesting and the
other whose medium, process or style is interesting.
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Your research pages must include the following:
1. An applied background using chalk, marker, watercolor, color pencils, graphite, etc.
2. A picture of the artist
3. A picture of your favorite work created by the artist.
4. Materials (The substances that the artist manipulates.)
5. Context (The circumstances that surround the artwork. Where, when, how, and for what purpose the
work was made), including what was historically and socially present for the artist at the time the
artwork was made. As the context of an artwork changes, so too does its meaning.)
6. Content (The concept, big idea, or subject of the artwork Note: The visible subject matter is not
necessarily the same as the content. For example, water lilies were often Monet’s subject matter, but
light was his content.)
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3. Mind Map and Reference Photos
A.
Create a mind map to help you begin to establish an idea (question) for your sustained investigation.
Use the following ideas to begin your mind map: personal interests, passions, likes and dislikes, favorite places,
music that moves you, places that make you feel ill at ease. Feel free to doodle or collage with this spread as
well. Check out www.studentartguide.com and go under “Articles” and then “How to Make a Mind Map” for
further explanation and examples.
B.
Take Reference photos to be used to work from. You are going to choose at least 3 of your favorite
ideas from your mind map and take 10+ photos for each idea (30+ reference photos in total. More is better!).
You can look on www.studentartguide.com under “Articles” and “Art Sketchbook Ideas” and scroll down to
look at photography ideas, and you can also look under “Articles” and then “100+ Creative Photography Ideas”
to help get creative ideas. You can NOT do art from work that isn’t yours, so you want and need plenty of
reference photos to work from. You can use either your phone or a digital camera.
4. Art Museum, Gallery or Art Experience
Artists are always looking at the work of other artists for enjoyment, education, and inspiration. Go to an art
museum, gallery or other art experience and record your experience in a two page spread visual journal entry.
Your spread should include an observational drawing, collage and text.
5. AP Portfolio
Lastly, you must familiarize yourself with the course and the expectations for the AP portfolio.
● Go to apcentral.collegeboard.com
● At the top choose AP Courses and Exams
● Choose COURSE and Exam Pages
● Under ARTS, choose 2D Art and Design.
● Click on The Portfolio.
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● Scroll down till you find Sample portfolios from many years past. Look at the work. Look at the high scoring
portfolios vs. what does not pass. This is what you’re up against. I can’t say this boldly enough. This class is not
an easy “A”. Little, quick, easy, did it last night type of work - there just isn’t room for these in the AP art world.
You will need to work in class, during dayback hours, and at home. You will have to work. A LOT. The judges are
teachers and college professors. They KNOW how much time is invested in each piece. THEY CAN TELL.
After looking at LOTS of example portfolios: Choose one portfolio that stands out to you the most. It might be
your favorite or you might feel connected to this portfolio in some way, etc. Write a one page paper including
the following:
1. Describe what you think that student did well, what you learned from it, how it inspired you, and what
they could have done better.
2. How did looking at all of the portfolios help you think about what types of sustained investigations
might be possible and what you might want to focus on?
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Attachments
and Materials
Needed to
Complete
Assignment

